
INTRODUCTION
Global warming has been described as an increase in surface temperature of the 
earth. Global warming can lead to environmental imbalance. Agriculture is a 
major contributor of GHG to the environment and agricultural emissions (60 % 
of N2O and 50 % of CH4) represented 10–12 % of the total global anthropogenic 
emissions in 2005 (Smith et al., 2007). In semi-arid regions characterised by 
low rainfall that is restricted to several months in winter and high temperatures 
in the summer, soils are typically poor in organic matter. Normally, these soils 
contribute little to global GHG emissions (McLain  and Martens, 2006). However, 
with irrigation and the addition of fertilisers and organic waste, these soils can 
contribute to net CO2 losses to the atmosphere (Schlesinger, 1999). 
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ABSTRACT
One of the problems of the modern world is global warming. Agriculture, after 
industry, is a source of production of greenhouse gases (GHGs). However, suitable 
agricultural management practices will enable the reduction in emission of GHGs 
from fields. The objective of this research was to determine the effect of organic 
matter such as filter mud, bagasse, manure, poultry and biochar on the production 
of GHGs in a wheat-corn-wheat rotation semi-arid area of south-western Iran 
from December 2011 to May 2013. The results from this study show there is a 
fluctuation in production of CH4, CO2 and N2O with the change in seasons, with 
this behaviour being related to temperature and moisture changes of the season. 
There were significant differences between treatments and control with more 
emission from soil after adding organic matter. A comparison of the treated soils 
showed that biochar had the lowest emissions of CO2 and N2O besides experiencing 
increased immobilisation of CH4 by the soil for eighteen months.
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Soil temperature, soil moisture, soil type, vegetation type, organic substrate 
type and quantity, and the addition of organic waste can affect the production 
of GHG (Buyanovsky and Wagner, 1983; Johnson et al., 2007). The cumulative 
effects of a rapid accumulation of GHG in the atmosphere have led to changes in 
the earth’s energy balance and the concern is that ‘‘most of the warming observed 
over the last 50 years is attributable to human activities’’ (Houghton et al., 2001). 
Methane and nitrous oxide are both produced as a result of microbial processes 
in the soil (Conrad, 1996). In soils, methane can be formed under anaerobic 
conditions by methanogens. Under aerobic conditions, both methane that has 
been produced in anaerobic parts of the soil and atmospheric methane diffusing 
into the topsoil can be oxidised by methanotrophs (Le Mer and Roger, 2001). 
Nitrous oxide is naturally produced in soils by microbial processes of nitrification 
and denitrification (Bleakley and Tiedje, 1982; Bowden, 1986). Impaired aeration 
in moist soils reduces oxygen availability and promotes the development of 
partial anaerobic conditions, which, coupled with low redox potential, provide 
ideal conditions for N2O production (Ciarlo et al., 2007). Therefore, interactions 
between soil water content and organic soil amendments will have a profound 
influence on N2O emissions. Manure from poultry and livestock contain proteins, 
amino acids, and carbohydrates and provide a source of energy for bacteria, 
which, upon decomposition, can release GHGs such as CO2 and CH4 (Nyakatawa 
et al., 2011). While agriculture releases significant amounts of CH4 and N2O to 
the atmosphere, the net GHGs emission in CO2 equivalent from farming activities 
can potentially be decreased by increasing soil organic carbon storage and/or 
decreasing CH4 and N2O emissions through improving crop management (Mosier 
et al., 2006; Smith et al., 2008). Increased soil porosity, associated with soil 
biochar amendment results in improved soil aeration, which ultimately suppresses 
N2O emissions (Richardson et al., 2009; Clough et al., 2013). Therefore, the extent 
of N2O emissions from biochar-amended soils is greatly affected by fertiliser type 
(Nelissen et al., 2014), biochar C/N ratio and the amount of organic carbon in soil 
(Troy et al., 2013; Zhu et al., 2014), biochar porosity, surface area and particle 
size (Jeong et al., 2015; Martin et al., 2015) and the response of denitrifiers (Van 
Zwietenet et al., 2014). Agricultural lands also remove CH4 from the atmosphere 
by oxidation, but this effect is small when compared with other GHG fluxes (Smith 
and Conen, 2004). Moreover, biochar can promote indirect carbon-sequestration 
by increasing crop yield, while potentially reducing carbon mineralisation (Kerré 
et al., 2016).

Since air temperature in south-western Iran is high and rainfall has recently 
decreased, using organic matter can have a positive effect on crops but the use 
of suitable organic matter can play a positive role in reducing GHGs. The net 
emission of CO2 equivalents from farming activities can potentially be decreased 
by land management changes to increase soil organic matter content (Follett, 
2001). Studies have shown that biochar addition to soil may also influence 
methane (CH4) emissions. Soil CH4 emissions have also been reported to decrease 
following biochar addition to soil as it reduces anaerobic conditions and increases 
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soil aeration (Rondon et al., 2005). In this study, the amount of GHGs emission 
from different sources of organic matter was compared with each other to find 
out which of these materials would have a more effective role in preventing GHG 
emissions. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS
This study was conducted at the Shavoor farm area (32o02’58.3”_N, 
48o17’36.4”_E). The site has an arid climate and is 65 m above sea level. Mean 
annual precipitation and temperature are 213 mm and 23o C, respectively. The soil 
(fine-clayey, mixed, hyperthermic, ustifluvents based on Keys to Soil Taxonomy 
(2006)), formed on the alluvial sediments of the Shavoor river, was initially low 
in organic matter (<0.5%). The experimental setup was a randomised complete 
block design with different rates of five sources of organic matter (filter mud 
and bagasse from sugarcane waste, manure from livestock, poultry manure from 
chicken, biochar from citrus) and control (without organic matter) with three 
replications conducted over two years. Then, farmyard manure at rates of 0 for 
control and 20 t/ha of a different type of OM were applied as soil amendment 
on the surface and mixed to 15 cm depth. The distance between blocks was 4 m 
and blocks size was 100 m × 10 m. Wheat (cultivar D79) was cultivated using 
flood-irrigation method and corn (cultivar 704) was cultivated using furrow 
irrigation method. Planting of wheat and corn was mechanically done using a 
tractor. At the beginning of wheat cultivation, 150 kg ha-1 urea was added to 
prevent the immobilisation process, followed by the application of 50 kg ha-1 
triple superphosphate and 100 kg ha-1 potassium sulfate in order to increase 
fertility in December 2011. For corn cultivation, 50 kg ha-1 urea was added to 
prevent the immobilisation process, followed by the application of 50 kg ha-1 
triple superphosphate and 50 kg ha-1 potassium sulfate in order to increase fertility. 
In the second wheat season, no fertiliser was added. This study was conducted in 
three-crop cycles (wheat-corn-wheat rotation) and during summer, field moisture 
was supplied with irrigation at 10- day intervals. Measuring of GHGs was carried 
out from December 2011 to May 2013.

In this study, sampling of gas emissions from soil was performed using static 
chambers. This method has already been used by many researchers. Chambers 
were made of polyethylene pipe (20 cm in diameter, 1mm thick and of 1 m height) 
and sealed by adhesive tape. In the middle of the chamber body, three-way pipes 
for sampling and a thermometer were installed.  Each month, 36 chambers were 
installed in the field for 2 days per month at 15-day intervals, from December 
2011 to May 2013. The chambers were placed about 5 to 7 cm deep in the soil 
and after ensuring no gas leakage, samples were taken by a 60 ml syringe in a 
closed chamber for a duration of 5 h. In order to calculate the differences and 
the presence of gas within the chamber, concurrent to the sampling chamber, 
fresh air samples from a height of 2 m were taken as control. Control reading 
was subtracted from the gas measurements taken from the chamber, to obtain net 
gas emission from the soil. In cases where gas was absorbed by the soil and the 
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amount of gas in the chamber was lower than in the air where negative emissions 
were obtained, it represented gas absorption immobilisation by the soil. After 1h 
of sampling, the sample gas was transported to the laboratory, where type and 
amounts of gas in the chamber were read in mg cm-3 volume. Gas analysis in this 
study was done using the GC model UNICAM series 610. Then the readings were 
corrected based on the temperature of the chamber. Intervention chamber volume 
and the duration of the installation chambers, and the amount of gas emissions 
were calculated based on the emission of carbon dioxide gas in the form desired, 
that is, mass per unit area per unit time using Excel software. Bulk density (BD; 
g cm-3) was calculated using

	 BD= Ms/V
where Ms is the mass of dry soil (g), and V (cm3) is the total volume of the soil 
core.

Statistical analysis was performed based on the data obtained from the gas reading 
software. Data analysis was performed with SPSS 20 and Tukey’s test was used 
for overall comparison of data using one-way ANOVA and means of treatments. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Effects of Soil Temperature and Moisture on Carbon Dioxide and Nitrous Oxide 
Fluxes
The statistical analyses of the results (Tables 1 and 2) shows significant differences 
(p<0.01) between treatment mean values for CH4, CO2 and N2O parameters. The 
bulk density for treatments is shown in Table 3 while percentage of soil moisture 
and soil temperature is shown in Figure 1. The maximum and minimum daily 
temperature and mean monthly rainfall are shown in Figure 3. In April 2012, there 
was high soil moisture and temperature and this case was repeated in the following 
year (Figure 1). Based on the figures and tables in this study, the emission of N2O 
and CO2 increased in treatments compared to control after adding different types 
of organic matter to the soil. The increase in N2O and CO2 is due to increased 
microorganism activity in decomposing organic matter. Some studies show that 
increased microbial biomass and root biomass are responsible for the greater CO2 
emission in organic matter amended soils (Qingyan et al., 2015). In addition, N2O 
emission rate was found to increase due to urea fertiliser being added in order 
to prevent the immobilisation process. Some findings show that the addition of 
organic matter to soil increases N2O emissions (Qingyan et al., 2015). Organic 
wastes, including animal manure and municipal wastes and their composts, and 
crop residues enhance CO2 and N2O emissions to the air compared with inorganic 
fertilisers (Hadas et al., 2004; Jones et al., 2005; Ding et al., 2007; Johnson et al., 
2007). During the wheat planting season that started from December 2011, 150 kg 
ha-1 of urea fertiliser were added to the soil during the first three months in order to 
prevent immobilisation, leading to the emission of N2O (Figure 4). Nitrous oxide 
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emissions from agriculture are largely the result of N fertiliser additions (Morgan 
et al., 2010). Most of the N2O emission is for bagasse treatment with 1.56 mg 
N2O-N m-2.day-1 (Figure 4). Biochar has the lowest N2O emission in the wheat 
season with 0.474 mg N2O-N m-2.day-1. Also, among the treatments, biochar had  
the minimum emission of N2O for the three cycles of crop rotation (Table 1). 
Various studied soils indicate that the use of biochar significantly reduces the N2O 
emissions (Singh et al., 2010; Taghizadeh-Toosi et al., 2011; Wang et al., 2011a; 
Zhang et al., 2010, 2011). For example, the incorporation of biochar into pasture 
soil that contained ruminant urine reduced N2O emissions up to 70% (Taghizadeh-
Toosi et al., 2011). Zhang et al. (2010, 2011) also reported that biochar additions 
significantly lower the N2O emissions from both paddy and upland soils. The 
difference between biochar and soil matrix in physical properties leads to an 
overall change in soil density and aggregation, hydraulic conductivity and gas 
transportation, which in turn impacts chemical properties and microbial activity 
in soil (Lehmann et al., 2011).
 

TABLE 1
The effect of different types of organic matter on (GHGs) emission (mg CH4-C m-2 
day-1,mg CO2-C m-2 day-1, mg N2O-N m-2 day-1) in wheat-corn-wheat rotation from 

December 2011 to May-2013.

Means in the same column followed by the same letters (A, B, C, D, E, F) are not significantly 
different at 1% level of significance; CV: coefficient of variation; C/N: Carbon/ Nitrogen ratio; 
M: manure.

TABLE 2
Combined analysis of variance for emission of GHGs in different type of organic

matter treatments

*significant at P<0.01 
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TABLE 1 

        The effect of different  type of organic matter on (GHGS) emission (mg CH4- C m-2 day-1, mg CO2- C m-2 day-1 , mg N2O- N m-2 

day-1) in Wheat-Corn-Wheat rotation from Dec-2011 to May-2013. 

                                                       Wheat                       Corn                    Wheat  
                         C/N      CH4    CO2 N2O   CH4 CO2 N2O   CH4 CO2 N2O 
Filter Mud 31 -0.011C 332.62 B 1.37E -0.057CD 375.44B 0.844B -0.028B 341.83B 0.608D 

Bagasse 52 -0.008C 387.19 C 1.52 F -0.042E 465.75D 1.385E -0.0108C 435.36C 0.927F 

Manure 32 -0.005C 458.44D 1.15C -0.049DE 596.08E 1.22D -0.002D 351.44B 0.506C 
Poultry M 11 -0.037B 566.16 E 1.27 D -0.064BC 769.08F 1.526F -0.01E 361.41B 0.695E 
Biochar 10 -0.055 A 180.9 A 0.474 A -0.089 A 248.3A 0.298A -0.032 A 238.72A 0.131A 
Control  -0.043B 347.08 B 0.926 B -0.07B 423.94C 1.11C -0.01E 262.5A 0.19B 
CV %  -1.33 0.45 0.41 -0.51 0.50 0.71 -3.73 0.27 0.62 

Means in the same column followed by the same letters (A, B, C, D, E, F) are not significantly different at 1% level of 
significance, CV: coefficient of variation. C/N: Carbon/ Nitrogen ratio. M: manure 
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TABLE 2 

Combined analysis of variance for (GHGs) emission in different type of organic matter treatments.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

**significant at P<0.01  

 Df            Sum of square             Mean Square 
  CH4 CO2 N2O CH4 CO2 N2O 
Intercept 1 0.691 102027176 524.32 0.691 102027176 524.32 
Rotation (R) 2 0.316 2467646 49.49 0.158** 1233823** 24.74** 
Month (M) 5 0.05 965218 17.133 0.01** 193043** 3.42** 
Treatments (T) 5 0.112 7555339 65.10 0.022** 1511067** 13.02** 
R*M 10 0.297 4671351 47.33 0.030** 467135** 4.73** 
R*T 10 0.08 2321319 12.46 0.008** 232131** 1.24** 
M*T 25 0.029 943406 13.31 0.001** 37736** 0.533** 
R*M*T 50 0.057 2428094 20.34 0.001** 48561** 10.76** 
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Figure 1: Soil moisture (%) and soil temperature (˚C) measured in wheat-corn- wheat 
rotation.

Figure 2: Mean rainfall (mm) from Safi-Abad meteorology station from  December 2011 
to June 2013 in 5 cm of soil.

Figure 3. Maximum and minimum temperature (˚C) from Safi-Abad meteorology station 
from  December 2011 to June 2013 in 5 cm of soil.

During the corn season, irrigation and the addition of nitrogen fertiliser, the 
highest emission of N2O was observed at the beginning of the cultivation in July 
2012. Meanwhile, in March 2012, the highest soil temperature was observed, and 
because of irrigation, soil moisture was also high. As a result, the emission of N2O 
was significantly high (Figure 4). 4 
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Figure 4. N2O emission (mg N2O- N m-2. day-1) from soil in different months from different 
treatments. F: filter mud; Ba: bagasse; M: manure; P: poultry; Bi: biochar; C: control.

Friedl et al., (2016) showed that the effect of fertiliser application on N2O 
emission is more than the natural soil nitrogen pool and that greater denitrification 
rates are exhibited at higher soil moisture content. In addition, Dhadli et al., (2016) 
showed that in wheat and maize seasons, peaks in N2O fluxes coincided with the 
rainfall or irrigation and N-fertilisation events.

Poultry treatment has the maximum value with 1.526 mg N2O-N m-2 day-1  

but is not significantly different from other treatments except for biochar with 
0.298 mg N2O-N m-2 day-1. In the second season of wheat, biochar had the lowest 
N2O emission with 0.131 mg N2O-N m-2 day-1, but was not significantly different 
from control which had a mean value of 0.19 mg N2O-N m-2 day-1. However, it 
was significantly different from other treatments (Table 1). In the second season 
of wheat, the maximum mean value of N2O was obtained for bagasse with 0.927 
mg N2O-N m-2 day-1 (Figure 4).

Due to microorganism activity in decomposing organic matter added to 
the soil, a high rate of CO2 emission was observed in January 2012. With the 
passage of time and the beginning of the spring season (March and April, 2012), 
microorganism activity  increased due to rising soil temperature; CO2 emission 
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also increased  during this time (Figure 5). In July 2012, due to the beginning of 
maize cultivation and land irrigation, microorganism activity reached its maximum 
again leading to increased rates of CO2 emission. But with the passage of time 
and the beginning of the autumn season, microorganism activity decreased due 
to the falling soil temperature resulting in decreased CO2 emission.  This trend 
of reduction continued during the  winter of 2013 and with the beginning of the 
spring season (March and April, 2013), the increasing trend of CO2 emission was 
observed again (Figure 5). Brito et al., (2015) found that seasonal variation of soil 
carbon dioxide emission to be directly related to variations in precipitation and 
soil temperature. Soil CO2 emission is found to be higher in summer and lower in 
winter. Data variability in carbon dioxide emission is higher in rainy, hot summers 
than in dry, cold winters. A positive linear association between carbon dioxide 
emission and soil temperature is observed in summer and autumn.

Figure 5:  CO2 emission (mg CO2- C m-2 day-1) from soil in different months from 
different treatments. F: filter mud; Ba: bagasse; M: manure; P: poultry; Bi: biochar; 

C: Control.

From Table 1, it can be seen that CO2 is low in biochar treatment with the 
mean value being 180.9 mg CO2-C m-2 day-1. In the first season of wheat and corn 
season, the mean value of CO2 for biochar is 248.3mg CO2-C m-2 day-1which 
is significantly different compared to other treatments. In the second season of 
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Figure 5. CO2 emission (mg CO2- C m-2. day-1) from soil in different months from 

different treatments. F: Filter mud, Ba: Bagasse, M: Manure, P: poultry, Bi: Biochar, C: 

Control. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dezfuli et al.



Malaysian Journal of Soil Science Vol. 20, 2016 87

wheat, the lowest mean value for CO2 is for biochar with 238.72 mg CO2-C m-2.
day-1 which is also significantly different from other treatments with the exception 
of the control which reads 262.5mg CO2-C m-2 day-1 (Table 1). The contour 
graphs for N2O and CO2 (Figures 4 and 5) show that maximum CO2 fluxes are 
observed during summer (July 2012) with 1157 mg CO2-C m-2 day-1. For poultry 
treatment when the soil is hot and wet, and the field is tilled for corn cultivation 
the minimum level of CO2 emission at this time was for biochar with 251 mg 
CO2-C m-2day-1 (Figure 5). In these three cycles of crop rotation, the lowest level 
of CO2 emission was from biochar application (Table 1). Thus it can be seen that 
with increasing temperature and moisture, N2O and CO2   production increased 
as microbial activities increased at high temperature and moisture. Similar 
results have been reported by other researchers which state that temperature 
fluctuations and seasonal soil moisture, dominated by rainfall events, affect soil-
atmosphere exchange of GHG. Vegetation type (McLain and Martens, 2006) 
as well as irrigation (Mariko et al., 2007) and other agricultural management 
practices (Mosier et al., 2006) can be controlled and the extent of GHG emissions 
determined, particularly in semi-arid regions. Based on Figures 4 and 5, N2O 
and CO2 emissions were highest in spring and lower in winter since precipitation 
was less in 2013 (Figure 2). As a result, the emission level of N2O and CO2 was 
reduced in 2013 compared to 2012 (Figures 4 and 5). Therefore, the findings show 
that GHGs emissions change in amounts according to seasons. The high fluxes of 
CO2 throughout the corn seasons for the plots with corn plants originated from 
the contribution of root respiration and root turnover, as shown by Chen et al., 
(2005).  Figure 4 shows that in the first season of wheat cultivation, which began 
in December 2012, the rate of N2O emission decreased as spring approached. This 
is due to the low soil moisture as well as the lowest rate of inorganic nitrogen in 
the soil compared to the first months of wheat cultivation. This decreasing trend 
reached its minimum in the months of May and June 2012, during which the soil 
moisture was also at its minimum level. At the beginning of summer (July 2012), 
when maize cultivation season began, the high temperature of the soil, the use of 
fertilisers N: 50 kg ha-1, P: 50 kg ha-1 and K: 50 kg ha-1 especially nitrogen,  and 
irrigation and land preparation for maize cultivation, resulted in increased N2O 
emission. However, the N2O emission rate in autumn (October 2012) gradually 
reduced due to reducing irrigation and soil moisture and reduced soil temperature 
(Figure 4). Ekoungoulou et al. (2015) shows that the processes of carbon and 
nitrogen mineralisation leading to N2O and CO2 emissions from soils are affected 
by variability in moisture, temperature, fertiliser application and organic carbon 
availability.

Greenhouse Gas Emmissions from Organic Matter Amended Semi-arid Soil
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Table 3
Bulk density of organic matter amended soil in the beginning and ending of crop seasons.

Means in the same column followed by the same letters (A, B, C, D, E, F) are not significantly 
different at 1% level of significance. CV: coefficient of variation; OM: Organic Matter; W: 
waste; M: manure.

Effects of Soil Temperature and Moisture on Methane Uptake
The mean immobilisation of methane in the first season for wheat under the biochar  
treatment was -0.055 mg CH4-C m-2 day-1.  With the application of organic matter 
(January 2012), soil bulk density decreased (Table 3) and the process of oxidation 
with the help of microorganisms occurred leading to CH4 immobilisation in the 
soil. Soil pores affect CH4 emission (Liu et al., 2015). However, due to the high 
rate of rainfall in this season and high moisture of the soil, CH4 immobilisation 
by the soil was low. Moreover, in the months of April and May 2012, because 
of increased soil bulk density (Table 3), rainfall and high temperature (Figures 1 
and 2), a revival process occurred leading to an increase in CH4 emission while 
at the end of spring (June, 2012), CH4 immobilisation rate increased again due to 
a reduction in soil temperature and in July 2012, at the beginning of the maize 
cultivation season, when land preparation begin, soil bulk density rate decreased 
again (Table 3). Although soil moisture was high, the revival process had not 
occurred and therefore CH4 immobilisation in the soil  increased (Figure 6).

In the corn season, the mean immobilisation of CH4 was  -0.089 mg CH4-C 
m-2 day-1 for the biochar treatment which was significantly different compared 
to other treatments. The mean immobilisation value of CH4 was also -0.032 
mg CH4-C m-2 day-1 for biochar in the second season of wheat. There was no 
significant difference between treatments in the first and second seasons of wheat 
for CH4 emission but there was a significant difference between biochar and 
other treatments in the corn season. Based on Figure 6, maximum immobilisation 
of CH4 occurred in October 2012 with -0.145 mg CH4-C m-2 day-1 for biochar 
treatment; the value of immobilisation of CH4 in summer was generally maximum 
for biochar in comparison with other seasons. Other studies have reported that 
biochar amendment reduces CH4 emissions or has no significant effect on CH4 
emissions as compared to the control (Castaldi et al., 2011; Karhu et al., 2011; 
Rondon et al., 2005;  Scheer et al., 2011; Zhang et al., 2011). Biochar addition 
may increase soil aeration resulting in the oxidation of CH4 and the high porosity 
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                                Bulk density ( g.cm-3 )  
Treatments Source of OM  Jan 2012 May 2012 July 2012 Nov 2012 Jun 2013 
Filter mud Sugarcane W   0.8B 1.28D 0.9B 1B 1.2C 

Bagasse Sugarcane W  0.65A 0.91A 0.77A 0.76A 1A 

Manure Livestock  0.97C 1.01B 1C 0.96AB 1.18BC 

Poultry M Chicken  1.1D 1.45E 1.2E 1.23C 1.54E 

Biochar citrus  0.77B 1.1C 0.84AB 0.90AB 1.13B 

Control   1.03CD 1.6F 1.1D 1B 1.4D 

CV%   0.18 0.20 0.15 0.15 0.14 
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and large surface area of aerated soil may enhance CH4 immobilisation (Karhu et 
al., 2011; Rondon et al., 2006; Yanai et al., 2007; Zhang et al., 2011), both leading 
to a reductions in CH4 emission from soils.

CONCLUSION
The findings of this research show the significant effect of organic matter in 
the emission of GHGs from soil in different seasons and crops. The increase in 
CO2 emission at the beginning of the wheat season is attributed to the activity of 
microorganisms in decomposing organic matter added to the soil.

The reduction in N2O emission at the end of the maize season is due to a 
reduction in the soil temperature, irrigation rate and soil moisture. The increase in 
CO2 emission at the beginning of cultivation is also due to nitrogen fertiliser being 
added. Moreover, it is observed that the rate of CH4 absorbed by the soil increases 
due to the reduced rate of soil bulk density after organic matter is added to the soil 
as well as to the activity of microorganisms in oxidising CH4. In some months, the 
revival process occurred due to high rainfall and weakness in drainage and in such 
months, CH4 emission can be observed. 
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Figure 6. CH4 emission (mg CO2- C m-2. day-1) from soil in different months from 

different treatments. F: Filter mud, Ba: Bagasse, M: Manure, P: poultry, Bi: Biochar, C: 

Control.   
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Biochar  application appears to have a better role in soil and GHGs emission as 
the application of  biochar results in lower GHGs emission compared to other 
organic matters. Since global warming is of increasing concern to the world, 
we recommend biochar application in soils for reducing GHGs emission and 
improving soil fertility.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The authors would like to thank Qatre Sazan Khouzestan Co for  providing 
financial support to this study. We would also like to thank Dr. R.Eslamizade  of 
the  Agriculture and Research Center of Safi Abad Dezful and Mr. R.Khoshnood, 
for their help in the execution of this research.

REFERENCES
Bleakley, B. H. and Tiedje, J. M. 1982. Nitrous-oxide production by organisms other 

than nitrifiers or denitrifiers. Appl. Environ. Microb. 44: 1342–1348.

Bowden, W. B. 1986. Gaseous nitrogen emissions from undisturbed terrestrial 
ecosystems – an assessment of their impacts on local and global nitrogen 
budgets. Biogeochemistry. 2: 249–279.

Brito. F. L., Azenha, V.M,. Janusckiewicz, R.E., Cardoso,S.A., Morgado, E.S,. Reis, 
A.R and Ruggieri, C.A. 2015. Seasonal fluctuation of soil carbon dioxide 
emission in differently managed pastures. Agronomy Journal. 107: 957-962.

Buyanovsky, G.A., and G.H. Wagner. 1983. Annual cycles of carbon dioxide level in 
soil air. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 47: 1139–1145.

Castaldi S, Riondino M, Baronti S, Esposito FR, Marzaioli R,  Rutigliano FA, 
Vaccari FP, Miglietta F. 2011. Impact of biochar application to a Mediterranean 
wheat crop on soil microbial activity and greenhouse gas fluxes. Chemosphere. 
doi:10.1016/j.chemosphere.2011.08.031.

Chen, D., J.A.E. Molina, C.E. Clapp, R.T. Venterea, and A.J. Palazzo. 2005.  Corn 
root influence on automated measurement of soil carbon dioxide concentrations. 
Soil Sci. 170: 779–787.

Ciarlo, E., Conti, M., Bartoloni, N., Rubio, G . 2007. The effect of moisture on 
nitrous oxide emissions from soil and the N2O/(N2O þ N2) ratio under laboratory 
conditions. Biology and Fertility of Soils. 43: 675-681.

Clough, T.J., Condron, L.M., Kammann, C., Muller, C. 2013. A review of biochar and 
soil nitrogen dynamics. Agronomy. 3: 275-293.

Conrad, R. 1996. Soil microorganisms as controllers of atmospheric trace gases (H2, 
CO, CH4, OCS, N2O, and NO). Microbiol. Rev. 60: 609–640. 

Dezfuli et al.



Malaysian Journal of Soil Science Vol. 20, 2016 91

 Dhadli, S.H., Brar, S.B., Black, A.T. 2016. N2O emissions in a long-term soil fertility 
experiment under maize–wheat cropping system in Northern India. Geoderma 
Regional 7: 102–109.

Ding, W., L. Meng, Y. Yin, Z. Cai, and X. Zheng. 2007. CO2 emission in an intensively 
cultivated loam as aff ected by long term application of organic manure and 
nitrogen fertilizer. Soil Biol. Biochem. 39: 669–679.

Ekoungoulou, R., Liu, X., Niu, S. 2015. Research on emissions of greenhouse gases 
from different soils beneath fluctuated kinds of moisture systems, China. Int. J. 
Environ. Res. 9(3):865-876.

Friedl, J., Scheer, C., Rowlings,W. D.,  McIntosh, V.H.,  Strazzabosco, A.,  Warner, 
D.,  Grace, R. P .2016. Denitrification losses from an intensively managed sub-
tropical pasture- Impact of soil moisture on the partitioning of N2 and N2O 
emissions. Soil Biology & Biochemistry. 92: 58-66.

Follett, R.F. 2001. Soil management concepts and carbon sequestration in cropland 
soils. Soil Tillage Res. 61: 77–92.

Hadas, A., M. Agassi, H. Zhevelev, L. Kautsky, G.J. Levy, E. Fizik, and M.  Gotessman. 
2004. Mulching with composted municipal solid wastes in the Central Negev, 
Israel. II. Effect on available nitrogen and phosphorus and on organic matter in 
soil. Soil Tillage Res. 78: 115–128.

Houghton, J.T., Ding, Y., Griggs, D.J., Noguer, M., van der Linden,  P.J., Dai, X., 
Maskell, K., A, J.C. 2001. Climate Change 2001:  The Scientific Basis. IPCC 
Working Group. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Jeong, C.Y., Dodla, S.K., Wang, J.J. 2015. Fundamental and molecular composition 
characteristics of biochars produced from sugarcane and rice crop residues and by-
products. Chemosphere. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/ j.chemosphere.2015.05.084 
(in press).

Johnson, J.M.F., A.J. Franzluebbers, S. Lachnicht Weyers, and D.C. Reicosky.  2007. 
Agricultural opportunities to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions.  Environ. 
Pollut. 150: 107–124.

Jones, S.K., R.M. Rees, U.M. Skiba, and B.C. Ball. 2005. Greenhouse gas emissions 
from a managed grassland. Global Planet. Change. 47: 201–211.

Karhu K, Mattila T, Bergström I, Regina K. 2011. Biochar addition to agricultural soil 
increased CH4 uptake and water holding capacity—Results from a short-term 
pilot field study. Agric Ecosyst Environ. 140: 309–313.

Greenhouse Gas Emmissions from Organic Matter Amended Semi-arid Soil



Malaysian Journal of Soil Science Vol. 20, 201692

Kerré, B. Hernandez-Soriano, M.,A. Smolders, E. 2016. Partitioning of carbon 
sources among functional pools to investigate short-term priming effects of 
biochar in soil: A 13C study. Science of the Total Environment 547:30–38.

Keys to Soil Taxonomy. 2006. Khuzestan Soil and Water Research Institute. Different 
stages of plant growth report (in Persian). 

Lehmann, J., Rillig, M.C., Thies, J., Masiello, C.A., Hockaday, W.C., Crowley, 
D.2011. Biochar effects on soil biota—a review. Soil Biol. Biochem. 43: 1812–
1836.

Le Mer, J. and Roger, P. 2001. Production, oxidation, emission and consumption of 
methane by soils. A review, Eur. J. Soil Biol. 37: 25–50,.

Liu, L., Hu, C., Yang, P., Ju, Z., Olesen, E. J., Tang, J. 2015. Effects of experimental 
warming and nitrogen addition on soilrespiration and CH4 fluxes from crop 
rotations of winterwheat–soybean/fallow. Agricultural and Forest Meteorology. 
207: 38– 47.

Martin, S.L., Clarke, M.L., Othman, M., Ramsden, S.J., West, H.M. 2015.  Biochar 
mediated reductions in greenhouse gas emissions from soil amended with 
anaerobic digestates. Biomass Bioenergy.79: 39-49.

Morgan, J. F., Follett, R,F., Hartwell Allen, L. Jr., Del Grosso,S., Derner, J.D., 
Dijkstra, F.,  Franzluebbers, A., Fry, R., Paustian, K., Schoeneberger, M. M. 
2010. Carbon sequestration in agricultural lands of the United States. Soil and 
water. 65(1): 6-13.

Mariko, S., T. Urano, and J. Asanuma. 2007. Effects of irrigation on CO2 and CH4  
fluxes from Mongolian steppe soil. J. Hydrol. 333: 118–123.

McLain, J.E.T., and D.A. Martens. 2006. Moisture controls on trace gas fluxes in 
semiarid riparian soils. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 70: 367–377.

Mosier, A.R., Halvorson, A.D., Reule, C.A., Liu, X.J. 2006. Net global warming 
potential and greenhouse gas intensity in irrigated cropping systems in 
Northeastern Colorado. J. Environ. Qual. 35: 1584–1598.

Nelissen, V., Saha, B.K., Ruysschaert, G., Boeckx, P. 2014. Effect of different biochar 
and fertilizer types on N2O and NO emissions. Soil Biol. Biochem. 70: 244-255.

Nyakatawa ,E. Z, Mays, D. A. Way, T. R. Watts, D. B. Torbert, H. A and Smith, 
D. R. 2011. Tillage and Fertilizer Management Effects on Soil-Atmospheric 
Exchanges of Methane and Nitrous Oxide in a Corn Production System. Applied 
and Environmental Soil Sci. Article ID 475370, 12 pages.

Dezfuli et al.



Malaysian Journal of Soil Science Vol. 20, 2016 93

Qingyan Q., Lanfang W., Zhu O., Binbin L., Yanyan X., Shanshan W., E.G. G.2015. 
Effects of plant-derived dissolved organic matter (DOM) on soil CO2 and N2O 
emissions and soil carbon and nitrogen sequestrations. Applied Soil Ecology. 
96: 122–130.

Richardson, D., Felgate, H.,Watmough, N., Thompson, A., Baggs, E. 2009. Mitigating 
release of the potent greenhouse gas N2O from the nitrogen cycle e could 
enzymic regulation hold the key? Trends Biotechnol. 27: 388-397.

Rondon M, Ramirez JA, Lehmann J. 2005. Charcoal additions reduce net emissions 
of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere. In: Proceedings of the 3rd USDA 
Symposium on Greenhouse Gases and Carbon Sequestration , Baltimore, USA, 
March 21–24, 2005, p. 208.

Rondon MA, Molina D, Hurtado M, Ramirez J, Lehmann J, Major J, Amezquita 
E. 2006. Enhancing the productivity of crops and grasses while reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions through bio-char amendments to unfertile tropical 
soils. In:  Presentation at the 18th World Congress of Soil Science, July 9–15, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. 138–168.

Scheer C, Grace P, Rowlings D, Kimber S, Van Zwieten L. 2011.  Effect of biochar 
amendment on the soil-atmosphere exchange of greenhouse gases from an 
intensive subtropical pasture in northern New South Wales, Australia. Plant 
Soil. 345: 47–58.

Schlesinger, W.H. 1999. Carbon and agriculture: Carbon sequestration in soils. 
Science. 284:2095.

Singh BP, Hatton BJ, Singh B, Cowie AL, Kathuria A. 2010.  Influence of biochars 
on nitrous oxide emission and nitrogen leaching from two contrasting soils. J 
Environ. Qual. 39: 1224–1235.

Smith, K. A., Conen, F. 2004. Impacts of land management on fluxes of trace 
greenhouse gases. Soil Use Manage. 20: 255–263.

Smith, P., Martino, D., Cai, Z., Gwary, D., Janzen, H., Kumar, P., et al. 2008. 
Greenhouse gas mitigation in agriculture. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. B. 363: 789–813.

Smith P, Martino D, Cai Z, Gwary D, Janzen H, Kumar P, McCarl B, Ogle S,  O’Mara 
F, Rice C, Scholes B, Sirotenko O 2007 Agriculture. In Climate Change 2007: 
Mitigation. Contribution of Working Group III to the Fourth Assessment Report 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [B. Metz, O.R.  Davidson, 
P.R. Bosch, R. Dave, L.A. Meyer (eds)], Cambridge University Press,  
Cambridge, United Kingdom and New York, NY, USA.

Greenhouse Gas Emmissions from Organic Matter Amended Semi-arid Soil



Malaysian Journal of Soil Science Vol. 20, 201694

Taghizadeh-Toosi A, Clough TJ, Condron LM, Sherlock RR,  Anderson CR, Craigie 
RA. 2011. Biochar incorporation into pasture soil suppresses in situ nitrous 
oxide emissions from ruminant urine patches. J Environ Qual. 40: 468–476.

Troy, S.M., Lawlor, P.G., O’Flynn, C.J., Healy, M.G. 2013. Impact of biochar addition 
to soil on greenhouse gas emissions following pig manure application. Soil Biol 
Biochem 60: 173-181.

Van Zwieten, L., Singh, B.P., Kimber, S.W.L., Murphy, D.V., McDonald, L.M., Rust, 
J.,

Morris, S. 2014. An incubation study investigating the mechanisms that impact N2O 
flux from soil following biochar application. Agric. Ecosyst. Environ. 191: 53-
62.

Wang JY, Zhang M, Xiong ZQ, Liu PL, Pan GX. 2011a. Effects of biochar addition on 
N2O and CO2 emissions from two paddy soils. Biol. Fertil. Soils. 47: 887–896.

Yanai Y, Toyota K, Okazaki M, 2007. Effects of charcoal addition on N2O emissions 
from soil resulting from rewetting air-dried soil in short-term laboratory 
experiments.  Soil Sci. Plant Nutr. 53: 181–188.

Zhang AF, Cui LQ, Pan GX, Li LQ, Hussain Q, Zhang XH,  Zheng JW, Crowley D. 
2010. Effect of biochar amendment on yield and methane and nitrous oxide 
emissions from a rice paddy from Tai Lake plain, China. Agr. Ecosyst. Environ. 
139: 469–475.

Zhang AF, Liu YM, Pan GX, Hussain Q, Li LQ, Zheng JW, Zhang XH. 2011. Effect 
of biochar amendment on maize yield and greenhousegas emissions from a soil 
organic carbon poor calcareous loamy soil from Central China Plain. Plant Soil. 
doi:10.1007/s11104-011-0957-x.

Zhu, K., Christel, W., Bruun, S., Jensen, L.S. 2014. The different effects of applying 
fresh, composted or charred manure on soil N2O emissions. Soil Biol. Biochem. 
74: 61-69.

Dezfuli et al.


