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NEWSLETTER

Malaysian Society of Soil Science (MSSS)

MSSS President’s Note

As we reflect on the first half of 2024, it is with immense pride and
gratitude that | pen this note for the Newsletter. This period has been
marked by significant milestones and achievements that underscore the
unwavering commitment of our members to advancing soil science in
Malaysia.

One of the highlights of the year was our 53™ Annual General
Meeting (AGM), where we successfully elected a new committee for the
2024-2026 session. This AGM was held in conjunction with our Annual
Soil Science Conference (S0ILS2024), from May 14™*-16", 2024. Jointly
organized with the International Islamic University Malaysia, SOILS2024
was a resounding success, bringing together soil scientists,
researchers, and industry professionals from across the country and
beyond. The event provided a vibrant platform for the exchange of ideas,
presentation of cutting-edge research, and the forging of new
collaborations that will undoubtedly contribute to the sustainable
management of our precious soil resources.

As we move forward, | am confident that the newly elected
committee will continue to build on the strong foundation laid by their
predecessors, driving our society to greater heights. | encourage all
members to remain actively engaged with the society's activities and
initiatives, as your participation is crucial to our collective success.

Let us continue to work together in our shared mission to protect and
enhance the health of our soils, ensuring that future generations inherit
a resilient and productive land. Thank
you for your continued support and
dedication. Enjoy reading!

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rosazlin Abdullah,
the MSSS President for 2024/2026
session
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53 MSSS Annual General Meeting ACTIVITY

The 53 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Malaysian
Society of Soil Science (MSSS) was held on the 14" of May
2024 at the Swiss-Belhotel Kuantan, Pahang, with an at-
tendance of approximately 45 members, including 21 prox-
ies. The meeting commenced with the presentation of the g3
minutes from the 52" AGM by the outgoing Honorary Sec- :
retary, Dr. Adibah Amin from UPM. Following this, Dr. Ali( =
Tan Kee Zuan, the Honorary Treasurer from UPM, present- =2 F
ed the financial report up to December 31%, 2023.
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Rajah was discussed and accepted during the meeting. The proposal suggested that the elected com-

mittee should hold their posts for two years, with the AGM still being held annually. This change aims to
ensure continuity and stability within the society's leadership.

A significant resolution proposed by Dr. Vijiandran Juva

Additional proposals that were passed include limiting the presidency term to two consecutive terms,
with a required resting period of two terms before the individual can be re-elected. Another important
resolution was to require a minimum of three years of membership before one becomes eligible to ap-
ply for the society's travel grant.

The election of the new committee members for the 2024-2026 session followed, with Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Rosazlin Abdullah from UM retaining her position as President. The committee members, who hail from
diverse backgrounds including academia, soil science, agronomy, and extension services, all share a
common passion for advancing soil science and ensuring the sustainability of soil resources.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the newly elected committee and wish them every success
as they embark on this new chapter. With their leadership and the continued support of our members,
we are confident that MSSS will continue to thrive and make significant contributions to the field of soil
science.

By: Intan Nadhirah Masri (MARDI)
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International Soil Science Conference 2024: Cultivating  sociery

Earth's Future by Nurturing Soil Health for Sustainable

The International Soil Science Conference 2024
was a remarkable gathering of soil experts, re-
searchers, and practitioners, dedicated to ex-
plore and advancing the critical role of soil
health in sustainable agriculture. Hosted in the
scenic setting of Kuantan, Pahang, Malaysia, at
the Swiss-BelHotel, the three-day event from
May 14" to 16", 2024, brought together 143 par-
ticipants from diverse countries and disciplines.
Participants included experts from organiza-
tions such as MPOB, FRIM, FELDA, FGV, SD
Guthrie BHD, MARDI, MADA, National Kenaf and
Tobacco Board, Johor Plantations Group Ber-
had, STROPI, AAR RESOURCES, Malaysian Pep-
per Board, LKPP, Yayasan Pahang, alongside
distinguished academic institutions includ-
ing IIUM, UPM, UKM, UITM, UMT, UPSI, Universi-
tas Brawijaya, Universitas Trisakti, UMS, UniKL,
Bayero University Kano (Nigeria), University of
Technology Sarawak, and UM.

The conference centred on the pivotal
role of soil in supporting global agricultural
sustainability, showcasing innovative practices

By: Dr. Nur Shuhada Muhamad Tajudin (lIlUM)

ACTIVITY

and cutting-edge research related to soil
health. Through keynote addresses, plenary
sessions, oral presentations, and poster exhib-
its, participants engaged in lively discussions
spanning six key themes:

e Soil Conservation and Management

e Soil Health and Biodiversity

e Soil Nutrients and Fertility

e Soil and Environmental Impact

e Soil Physics and Water Management

¢ Forest and Plantation Soil Management

The conference focused on fostering
collaboration and knowledge-sharing on inno-
vative practices that promote soil conservation,
restoration, and sustainable use in agriculture.
The event was a resounding success, as partici-
pants shared groundbreaking research, case
studies, and fieldwork experiences, all aimed at
shaping policies and actions to nurture soil
health globally.

Earth's Fuy
Sustainy’
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