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MSSS PRESIDENT’S 2018 NEW YEAR MESSAGE

Soil is a priceless and non-renewable resource. It supports life on earth. However, this
natural resource is always taken for granted particularly in development projects and land
use change. Fortunately, these global soil issues had recently caught the eyes of UN and
FAO with the declaration of World Soil Day on 5% December and International Decade of
Soil 2015-2024. Thanks to the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand.

The East and Southeast Asian Federation of Soil Science Societies (ESAFS) has just
concluded its 13" ESAFS Conference and Business Meeting in Pattaya, Thailand from
12-15 December 2017. It had sent strong message to the region on the importance of
soils in achieving Sustainable Development Goals. The follow up event will be in June
2018, the Intemational Symposium on Plant Soil Interaction at Low pH to be held in
Putrajaya, Malaysia. And 2018 will see the biggest gathering of soil scientists around the
world in Rio De Janeiro at the prestigious meeting; 215 Worid Congress of Soil Science
under the auspicious of International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS). We, at MSSS is part
of ESAFS and IUSS.

Happy New Year and look forward for a prosperous 2018. Do remember,

Soil is Life.

International
LRI ¢ Decade of Soils
f 2015-2024

Dr. Wan Rashidah Abd Kadir
President MSSS 2017-18

{2Af t26

¢ KS N
I DNBSY

&he New Aork Eimes



https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/02/opinion/sunday/soil-power-the-dirty-way-to-a-green-planet.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/02/opinion/sunday/soil-power-the-dirty-way-to-a-green-planet.html
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CHAT WITH OUR SOIL EXPERT
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5th SWAT SEEA V

The 5th SWAT SEEA V was held from 23 to 26 October 2017 at HotelHBarajaya, Malaysia. The event gath-
ered scientist and professionals from all over the world to shar~ *hgi
experience on hydrological modelling. The Soil and Water Asseg

Tools (SWAT) was developed byj| | tu
vices to quantify the impact of land use management on large arn’
river basin and HRUG6s. This es

tion, land use and weather together with detailed data of soll
agrochemical compounds, and plant physiology. ,
= 3 St -
The 5th SWAT SEEA V started off with a fldy SWAT Basic Wor
shop program attended by 60 local and international participants.
< sor Dr. R. Srinivasan from Texas A&M University, USA, bega
workshop by introducing the SWAT Model and future developme
the SWAT Developers. The rest of the workshop was conducted k
B am Nor Faiza Abd Rahman of SEGI University, Malaysia. The ne
MSSS President, Dr Wan Rasidah Abdul Kadir of FRIM, Malaysi
cially opened the conference followed bys~+ -
¥ opening speech by Dr Khairi bin Kha
Chairman of the Organizing Committee.

The conference was split into 3 oral sessions based on their distinct themes. A tf
oral speakers presented during the conference. A poster presentation was also
8 participants presented their poster. At the end of the conferenbeuafdrum seg
sion was conducted that was led by Prof. R. Srinivasan, Dr. Phillip W. Gassmj
lowa State University, USA, and Prof. Nathaniel Alibuyog of the Mariano Marcq
University, Philippines.

Further information can be found on Facebook at facebook.com/g
swatnetworkmalaysia.

By: Muhammad Zamir bin Abdul Rasid, MARDI Serdang
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Growing Trees, Harvesting Benefit

Balai lkhtisas Malaysia (BIM) in collaboration with the Forest

Growing Trees Harvesting Benefits with a théBsemplasm
'Repository: Rare Fruits of Our HeFit@gaunching ceremony

g was held on Sunday, ®2May 2017, 10.00 am at Selandar,
Jasin, Melaka. Active BIM member organizations including

 OGRAM PENANAMAN S, & MSSS participated in this event.
L, e, paricip

2 - MELAKA HARI INI MAJU FASA II

Perluas tanamanpokok

Exco for Housing, Local Government and Envi nad'r Idns :

Oleh MUHAMMAD

ment, Datuk Ar. Ismail bin Othman officiated tzweour

SELANDAR 22 Mei - Kerajaan
sent

launching ceremony of this tree planting event e e 2

ke semasa khususnya pokok
nadir agar ia tidak

at Bukit Sedanan Forest Reserve, a site bein i
of the FRIM Research Station. Also present g um i it $ P .
kok nadir itu perlu diperluaskan | @ . i Majlis Peiancaran Penanaman Pokok Buah-Buahan Nadir

launching ceremony Wb HESL SRS S gl i on snpn B Seora, d k.

Katanya, ini kerana buah-
buahan nadir adalah buah-bu- selidik atau soal javaby dari ~ bush-bushan tama dan seleb-
tua lama yang hnya dikelaskan sebagai buab:

Ngah, President of B Smieem s

semakin lebihmengetahui mengenai
Pokok Buah-Bushan Nadir di Haron. asal kegunaan

- . mh.rdimul

i lidikas hn dris, usaha Imn tidak diketah
Dr. Abd Latif Mohmod, Director General e Ty
penting bagi memas-  Simpan Bukit Sedanan di sini, itu perlu dilakukan secara “Negara kita merupakan

FRIM, and Puan Sapiah Haron, Director of JLI\wwmn;nmn;;mm s, DeSntmimadiavaen  sbuah negn g b

pinggiran kampung, hutan- baharu dapat mengenal pokok
hara untuk kegunaan generasi mlmn Exco Perumahan, Kera- hutan rekreasi dan tempat yang  ian sumber genetik terutama nadir di masa akan
hari ini dan akan datang sama jaan Tempatan dan Alarm Seli- dikenal pasti mempunyai pelba-  buah-buahan dengan anggaran
ada untuk dijadikan bahan tar, Damk Ar.Ismail Othman.  gai spesies tumbuhan. tidak kurang 370 spesies buah-
rujukan atau sumber genetik Hadir sama, Presiden Balai Katanya, spesies yang buahan yang boleh dimakan.

The idea of the germplasm repository Was {0 s i s i s s, buk vc - sior i e i camakan b
FRIM, Datuk Dr. Abd. Latif kajian selanjutnya dan mak- dan masih boleh ditemui di

serve rare Malaysian fruit trees, for public am,mmm Rkomot Do s Vot ok oo, gy Ve S s i Tt
ness and education and as the reference centre for ;
future generations. The site was easily accessible and
planted will be taken care by FRIM.total of 188 rare fruit
treesfrom 28 speciesvere planted simultaneously by re~s
sentatives of the various institutions and companies
contributed through the purchase of seedlings. MSSS
sentative was lead by the President and several other m
The society supported such program in an effort to co
our resources and heritage.

By: Dr. Wan Rashidah Abdul Kadlir, MSSS President, FR#

“Oleh itu, semua pihak

The MSSS President and the MSSS Honorary Secretary attended the ESAFS 2017 held in
Pattaya, Thailand, 12 -15 December. Image on the bottom next page shows the MSSS pres-

ident (3rd from left) flanked by the Presidents of Soil Science Societies

Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) and Jabatan Landskap
Negeri Melaka (JLNM) had organised a Tree Planting Project;
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Malaysia International Agriculture Technology
Exhibition (Agri Malaysia 2017)

The second edition of Malaysia International Agriculture Technology
tion (Agri Malaysia 2017) was successfully held on 28 to 30th Septem

AG ‘ . Soil Science (MSSS) was invited and offered a compllmentary booth
MALAYSIA M. %u - second consecutive year. The Exhibition was an overwhelming succes
; .= ing 6,286 trade visitorérom both local and overseas countries, provid
great interaction for the agricultural market.

g!y: Dr. Wan Rasidah Abdul Kadir, the President of MSSS was invited as
Guest during the grand opening which was officiated by YB Datuk Se
Siew Keong, the Minister of Plantation Industries and Commaodities Ma
Endorsed by Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities Ma
(MPIC) and Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA), and
ported by the Ministry of Agriculture and Adpased Industry Malays
(MOA), Agri Malaysia is a professional annual event designed for the
4 players and industry stakeholders to explore business opportunities al
nology in both local and international market.

THE MALAYSIAN SOCIETY OF SO\L Q .
SCIENCE (MSSS) The complimentary booth by MSSS was undertaken tg

met e and showcase the soc
I namely Soil Fun Run 2017 on 11th November 2017,
SWAT SEEA on 236th October 2017 and 10th International Symposium on Baihtnteractions at Low p
(PSILPH) from 289th June 2018. MSSS publications were also on sale for RM10 each including books
ceedings and journals. Visitors were briefed on the role of MSSS and interested parties were given thgi@istratio
form to register. MSSS has been invited to support the 3rd Agri Malaysia which will be hel@3tbrg&gtem

ber 2018 at SCCC, Shah Alam next year. We look forward to join the upcomingBevemt! A/ Tan Kee
Zuan, MSSS Treasurer, UPM
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Soil Fun Run 2017

In conjunction of the International Decade of Soil 22034, the Malaysian Socig
of Soil Science (MSSS) and Institute of Biological Scienceig&)ity of Malaya
organized Soil Fun Run 2017. The 5 km run was held at University of Malaya
11" November 2017. The objectives of this event were to encourage a healt
style, promote public awareness on importance of soil. The route for the run
in front of Faculty of Science, moving to the hilly area named as Bukit Cinta,
ing over tropical botanical gard&imba lImu, and continued towards Faculty o
Science. The programme brought together &@uparticipantconsisting of stu-
dents (universities, primary and secondary school) soil enthusiasts andagrithli
ous activities have been set up for participants in collaboration with the Unive
Malaya University of Malaya, the University of Malaya Entrepreneurship Cen#
_ (UMEC) and the Plant Biotech
nology Incubator Unit (PBIU).
The programme commenced ¢
& 7.00 am with the stretching and
warm up session. Runners were released by Professor Zanariah
N Abdullah, Dean of Faculty of Science UM together with Dr
Wan Rasidah Abdul Kadir, President of MSSS at 7.15 am.
During the 5km run, each runner had five tasks to be co
g ed at five checkpoints including identifying soil types acca
ing to soil series, meddling with worms, identifying trees &
cording to their suitable soil type, transplanting seeds inta
pots and carry-
ing the sapling
to the finishing
line. A total of 10 prizes 5 for each men and women consisti

Associate Professor Dr Nurh
partment presented the prizes to the winners. In the men cate
the winners were Abdul Aziz Mahamod, Mohd Harmini, Mitsu
Koike, G Sivaneshwaran and Soh Wai Chimgj for the women
category, the winners were Darshiny, Sara Joy, Aini Aida, Est
and Danielldor 5", 4", 39, 2@ and F'place respectively. Hopeful
from various activities and exposures, participants will better
stand the importance of saille would like to express our gratitu
to the committee involved in this program especially MSSS mées
and ISB family and also sponsors who supported this event.

By: Nur Sadadah Hal i m, um
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Soil Fun Run Gallery

/
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Inter -Professional Game - Joint Bowling

~ Balai lkhtisas Malaysia (BIM) welcomed

- bowling lovers from all institutions that
~registered under this committee to join
the BIMHInter Professional Game on July

16", 2017 at Bukit Kiara Equestrian and
Country Resort, Kuala Lumpur. The
event was participated by 12 teams from
Membednstitutions including BIM
board members. Fundamentally, this
interprofessional game was set up to
provide opportunities for BIM profes-
sional members to interact and gain net-
work with professionals of other Membrestitutions. Malaysian Society of Soil Science (MSSS) again participat-

ed in this event not by only one but two teams. The game was represented by Dr Rosazlin Abdullah, Dr Khanom
Si marani , Mi ss Norizan Moez, Mi ss Nur Hafi za Abdul
The game started at 11.00 amgg
the morning and ended at 1.
pm. The first place of the tour
ment was won by Royal Instl%
tions of Surveyors Malaysia v
total marks of 1060, MSSS te
ranked at 8 and 10" place wit
total marks of 628 and 485. T
prize giving ceremony was pres
ed during BIM Hari Raya Ope
House Celebration on July "2
after the 4% Annual Genera
Meeting at Hotel Istana, Kud
Lumpur.

By: Dr. Rosazlin Abdullah , UM

World SO1l Da

5 December
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Orgatrop 2017

Four universities and research institutes, namely Universitas Gad]
da (UGM) in Yogyakarta, Indonesian Soil Research Institute (I
Bogor, Universitas Sebelas Maret (UNS) in Solo, and Universita
bangunan Nasional (UPN) in Yogyakarta, in collaboration with (¢
University (UGent), Begium have organized the Orgatrop conf
2017 on 2@4 August. It is corganised by ISOFAR, the Internatio
Society of Organic Agriculture Research. This conference resultg
research collaboration on organic rice and vegetable production H
Ghent University, Universitas Gadjah Mada and the Indonesian S
search Institute, that was financially supported by the Flemish Inte
sity Council and the Belgian Development Cooperation. The confé
brought together all researchers from 26 countries in organic agri
in the tropics for discussing scientific developments in this intrigui
main. Issues related to marketing and certification were given sef®%
tention, and it also stimulate interaction between scientists, practitioners, NGOs and government bodies in orde apture
research priorities and to identify major bottlenecks for further development of organic agriculture in the tropicser- on
ence was divided into several sessions which consist of 3 plenaries, 5 parallel oral sessions, 2 poster sessi@h d 1 par
workshop sessions. The parallel session was divided into several theme which consist Sustainability/Economic lysis, Sc
Quality, Organic Fertilization, Composting, Organic Plant Breeding, Soil Management and Quality in Organic A Iture,
Food Quality and Safety, Economic Analysis of Organic Farming, Education/Training, Organic Livestock Prod n and
Agroforestry, Organic Fertilization and Impact on Soil Properties, Natural Plant Protection, Biochar, Land Eval bn and
Selection, and also Impact on Soil Properties. Before we ended the conference, the committee held discussio feedbac
from workshop and officially closed the ceremony with prize giving for the best oral and poster presentation.

Finally, on our last day, we were brought to vis
ganic paddy rice production in Tirtosari, organic
table in the Salatiga area and also visited
Borobudur temple as one of the icon of Indong
We were exposed with the organic plantation for
dy and vegetables. Most of the main crops prog
in the Yogyakarta area were tobacco, corn, p
and paddy. For paddy plantation, the farmers
build the terrace and mostly they practised mul
cropping systems. These systems are good fo
because it can helps to reduce the pest incideng
provide nutrients into the soil directly.

| am really grateful and honoured to be one of
participants for this conference. | am able to md
few researchers and lecturers from several univg
and countries, and share our latest issues in o
agriculture. | also want to thank MSSS for provi
funding for this conference.

By: Zahidah Abdul Razak, UPM.

Miss Zahidah received RM 500 from the MSSS Award to attend the conference
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AGRO FUN RUN 2017

Agro Fun Run 2017 is a 4km run with the concej
sustainable green earth and will became an a
event for the School of Food Science and Techn
University Malaysia Terengganu (PPSTM, UMT).
event was a collaborative effort between Agrote
come Committee from PPSTM, Hevotech Club U 5xg
and Malaysian Society of Soil Sciences that wa »
on 28" October 2017 in UMT. This program gives
opportunity for UMT®GSs
portance of sustainable agriculture for next genek
and show their care for earth. The objective o
event is to provide an exposure of informal education especially in agriculture and to enhance the coop

eration among professionals, supporting members as well as UMT students. The program commenced ¢
7.30 am with stretching and briefing session. The flag off

f filling up the polybag with soil and ended with plan
T \ s B % one sapling (roselle, mulberry, hibiscus or bougain
in the polybag. This program gatheP&® peoplewhich was double the
amount expected. Participants include 12 lectures, 15 committee
and students. The program ended at 11.00 am with lucky draw sess
the collection of finisher medal for participants. From the feedba '

program in future. Besides from gaining an informal knowledge on fa -
participant also explored new things while taking part in this sgit.Or.
Wan Zaliha Wan Sembok, MSSS Auditor, UMT



P MSSS Newslette




