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In order to improve understanding and knowledge of the officers and staff of the Division of
Production Development, Malaysian Rubber Board, an introductory course on the
identification and basic classification of soil
was organized on 31st October to 4th
November 2016 at the Malaysian Rubber
Board (MRB) Research Station in Kota
Tinggi, Johor. The course was attended by
18 participants consisting of officers and
staff.In the initial stage, a preliminary test
was conducted to determine the level of
understanding of the participants about soil
science. Participants who were from
different background of education and
working areas were found to have different level of understanding and knowledge.The
program continued with lectures on basic geology, soil formation, soil properties and
identification of soils for two days. Related videos and rock samples were used to facilitate
participants in understanding the lectures. On the third day, the participants were brought to
the field to physically examine, identify and classify the soil series to facilitate understanding
of the theory and methods that were taught.The soil series used in this course were Jerangau,
Sogomana, Bungor, Rasau, Kulai, Pohoi and Kemuning series. Each group had to present the
identification and classification of the soil
series on the fourth day. During the
presentation, other participants were given the
opportunity to comment and ask questions.
On the last day of the course, lectures on the
suitability of soils classification was given.
Participants were required to sit for the final
exam on the identification of the type of rocks
and soils. All the lectures were conducted by
MSSS fellow, Associate Professor Dr Wan
Noordin Wan Daud and assisted by Mr Shafar
Jefri Mokhatar who elaborated on classifications based on Soil Taxonomy.Participants were
able to increase their knowledge and understanding of soil formation, identification and
classification of soils. Participants were made aware of the importance of soil series and
suitability for rubber cultivation. This course would help to improve the quality of research;
and is pertinent that soil types are taken into account in determining the experimental design
of research plots. Text and pic by Mohd. Shafar Jefri Mokhatar, UPM
The MSSS Committee wishes all members
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DOA-MSSS SOILS CORRELATION 2016
DOA-MSSS Soil Correlation 2016 along Selaru-Tampin-Gemas route was
successfully held on 22nd and 23rd November 2016. Twenty five participants from various organizations e.g. MARDI, AAR, JC Chang, ESPEK,
FRIM, UPM and UKM joined this event. The participants were shown
different sedentary soils either formed from igneous or metamorphic rocks
such as serpentinite, granite, both laterised and iron-poor shale, quartz,
mica, schist as well as conglomerate during the 2-day event.
We have visited 7 different soil pedons during the 2-day event which cover
7 different soil series namely Sungai Mas series, Tai Tak series, sandy loam
phase Beserah series, Rengam series, Padang
Besar series, Keledang series and deep phase
Batu Anam series. All participants were actively
involve in the examination of soil profiles and
fruitful discussion was held among the participants in the field where the limitations of each
soil types, recommendations on the management, expected crop yield were discussed. Text
and images by Dr. Liew Yew Ann, AAR

Public Talk
– World
Soil Day 2016
MSSS
FELLOW
Name: Dr Wan Mohamed Noordin Wan Daud
Current position : Lecturer (Associate Professor)
Education History: Master of Science (M.Sc.), Soil Science, Univ.of Ghent, Belgium, 1975 , Doctor
of Science (D.Sc.), Pedology, Univ. of Ghent, Belgium, 1980
Awards: Anugerah Darjah Kesatria Mangku Negara (K.M.N), awarded by DYMM Agong 2001,
Anugerah Penyelidikan dan Kemajuan Sains Negara (MPKSN), 2001,
Fellowship Awards, Malaysian Society of Soil Science (FMSSS), 2005
Significant Publications: To dated he has published 17 books and monograph, 12 book chapters
and over 180 journal articles, refereed articles and conference proceedings
Research Interest: Soil genesis, soil taxonomy, soil suitability, soil survey and land use, and agronomy of plantation crops
especially rubber.
MSSS contributions: Fellow (2005-present), President (1982-1988),Vice President (1980-1982),Honorary Treasurer
(1975-1978)
Outlook on soil science on the next 20 years: Soil genesis and taxonomy should be given more prominence; latest equipment and techniques on mineralogy and micromorphology should be adopted in Malaysia. More research should be carried out on soil health and quality as soil is a non-renewable resource.
Key to success as a soil scientist: One must see soil as starting to life. Soil suitability vary with soil type. Know your soil
taxonomy and suitability, you will be healthy and wealthy in technologies and try to use them in research.
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Public Talk – World Soil Day 2016
In conjunction with World Soil Day 2016 and International Decade of Soils (2015-2024), Malaysian Society of
Soil Science (MSSS) and the Department of Land Management, Faculty of Agriculture, University Putra Malaysia (UPM) jointly organized a Public Talk by Associate Professor Dr Wan Noordin Wan Daud. This Public
Talk was held at the Agriculture Hall, Faculty of Agriculture on Monday, 5th of December 2016 (9.30 – 11.30
a.m.) The event was attended by various agriculture and non-agriculture institutions with a total of over 100
participants. The public lecture was well received by attendees and is a crucial avenue to promote the importance of soil science research and development. It was also a formidable platform for networking among soil
scientists, researchers, agricultural officers, lecturers and students. Assoc. Prof. Dr Wan Noordin, moved to
UPM after his retirement at Malaysian Rubber Board (MRB) in 2005. He is involved in soil survey, taxonomy
classification and soil suitability for over 40 years. Currently, he is a lecturer at Department of Crop Science,
Faculty of Agriculture, University Putra Malaysia. He graduated with Bachelor of Science (Honours) Geology
from University of Malaya in 1973. He pursued his Master of Science (MSc) in Soil Science at Ghent University, Belgium. He obtained his Doctorate (PhD) in Pedology with greatest distinction at Ghent University, Belgium in 1980. Dr Wan Noordin fascinated the audience with his talk entitled “Soil Taxonomy: Key to Sustainable Plantation Development”. Starting with a little bit of history about pedology and soil classification, he
made the presentation more interesting. He showed how the soils are classified to their taxonomic names and
how it can be used easily in terms of knowing soil suitability for sustainable plantation development. From the
presentation, he also showed the connection and importance of soil taxonomy in relation with soil survey and
land use. His final slides left the audience with a advise :“Know Your Soil Taxonomy and Suitability, You Will
Be Healthy and Wealthy”. Text and images by Shafar Jefri Mokhatar
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Soil Appreciation Course 2016
Soil Appreciation Course 2016 with the theme on “Introduction to Tropical Peatlands” was jointly
organized by Soil Management Branch of Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) and Param
Agricultural Soil Surveys (M) Sdn. Bhd. (PASS). It was held from 24 to 26 October 2016,
comprised of lectures and a one day field excursion at Ayer Hitam Peat Swamp Forest. The course
attracted 33 participants from 12 different organizations including participants from Sabah and
Sarawak. The objectives of the course was i) to highlight the fundamental characteristics of
tropical peatlands, ii) to understand and implement suitable peat research methods in tropical
peatlands, iii) to recognize and gauge the current issues related to tropical peatlands and iv) to
promote responsible management of tropical peatlands. During the two days lecture, our MSSS
Fellow, Dr. S.Paramanathan as the resource person highlighted topics on global peat statistics,
peat characterization, peat classification, tropical peat forest and haze, climate change and
peatlands and best management practices on degraded peat swamp forests. During the field
excursion, three pedons which covered forest area, rubber and oil palm plantation were
examined to enhance understanding on the characteristic of peat soils at different vegetation. The
participants had the opportunity to see sampling done on peatlands and discussed on the soil
analysis data. This course is the third series after the Soil Appreciation Course 2009 and 2013.
FRIM would like to express their sincere appreciation to working committee for their timeless
efforts in pit excavations, facilitation and providing handbook materials for the field tour. Special
thanks to Director General of FRIM, NRE help desk PSM, MSSS, sponsors, Penghulu Mukim Ayer
Hitam, rubber and oil palm plantation owners for making the course a success.
Soil Appreciation 2009 : Introduction to Approaches in Forestry
Soil Appreciation 2013 : Interpretation of Soil Survey and Soil Laboratory Data

Text and images Nur Hafiza Abdul Halim and Rozita Ahmad, FRIM
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Soil Fun Run 2016
In conjunction with the International Decade of Soil 2015-2024, the Malaysian Society of Soil Science (MSSS) with Department of Agriculture (DOA) organized a Soil Fun Run 2016. The 3 km run
was held at Institut Pertanian Serdang on 26th December 2016. The concept of this relay run is
where each team consist of 3 runners. The objectives of this event were to encourage a healthy
lifestyle, promote public awareness on the importance of soil and educate them on the importance of soil conservation. The route of the run started from Institut Pertanian Serdang’s main
gate, crossing across the farms, agriculture area and the nearby housing estate. The programme
has brought together over 189 participants consisting of students (universities, primary and
secondary school) soil enthusiasts and public. The programme commenced at 7.30 am with the
stretching and warm-up session. The runners were released by En. As’ari Hassan, the chairman of
Soil Fun Run 2016 at 7.45 am. In the run, each runner (first, second and third) has few task to be
completed which consist of collecting a soil mixture, fertilizer and sapling. After all the items have
been collected, the last task that all groups need to complete was planting a tree from items collected. A total of 10 prizes consist of cash prizes were given to the first six winners while the
other 4 winners were given prize hampers. In the prize presentation ceremony, Madam Faridah
Aini Muhammad, DOA’s Director of Plant Biosecurity presented the prizes to the winners for 7th
to 10th placing whom were ISB 1, JPS Runner, Titan and ISB2. Whilst for the winners of 4th to 6th
placing, Assoc. Prof Dr Radziah Othman whom represented MSSS presented the prizes to Pacemaker 2.0, Voltrunner and Mardi Runner. Finally Mr. Halimi Mahmud, DOA’s Deputy Director
presented the prizes to the 1st to 3rd placing winners whom were Singam 3, Pacemaker Malaysia
and Rostam Juniors respectively. There were also Lucky Draw session where the Grand Prize consist of electronical items such as microwave and TV were presented to the winners by our Hon.
Secretary; Dr Rosazlin Abdullah and Director of Management and Conservation of Soil Resources
Division DOA; Mr. Zabidi Dun. All runners who completed the run were also being awarded with
finisher medals and certificates of run completion. A mini exhibition on soil science was setup by
the Department of Agriculture Malaysia to educate the attendees on the soil diversity and its importance. In this opportunity, we would like to express our gratitude to the committee involved in
this program especially MSSS members and DOA family and also sponsors who supported this
event. Text and images by Nur Sa’adah Abdul Halim, UM
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MSSS Publications for Sale!
BOOKS (RM 10/each)

PROCEEDINGS (RM 10/each)

1. Bibliography of Malaysian Soils

1. Soil Science Conference of Malaysia year ( ‘91. ‘93’, ‘94, ‘95, ‘97, ‘98, ‘99)
2. Soil Science Conference of Malaysia year ( ‘02. ‘03’, ‘04, ‘06)
3. International Conference on Fertilizer Usage in the Tropics 1992
4. Workshop on Soil Science in Malaysia-Towards the year 2020
5. Proceedings of the International Conference on Fertilizer Usage in the

2. Recent Developments in Land Evaluation
3. Sustainable Land Management
4. Secondary & Micronutrients in Malaysian Agriculture
5. Developments in Soil Research In Malaysia
6. Soil Management for Food and Fruit Crop Production

Tropics (FERTROP) 1992

JOURNALS (RM 10/each)
1. Malaysian Journal of Soil Science (Volume 1—12)
2. Malaysian Journal of Soil Science (Volume 15—16, 18)

Announcements!
2nd International Tea Bag Index, March 2017
SOILS 2017, Bintulu, 4-7 April 2017
Soil Erosion Modelling Workshop, Ispra, Italy, 20-22 Mar
2017
ISSPA 2017, Nanjing, 14-18 May 2017
IUFRO-125th Anniversary Congress 2017

THE IUSS BULLETIN DECEMBER 2016
Find the latest IUSS information here

SOIL CONNECTS ISSUE NO 5

Abd. Rahman Jabir bin Mohd Din - 0997

Membership is open to all professionals and graduate students, within and outside Malaysia. Please
visit our website http://msss.com.my/apply.htm

The latest issue of IUSS Division 4 Newsletter Soil Connects is available. Starting with a report from Division Chair Christian Feller, it contains interesting
articles, e.g. on the proposal of a new IUSS Working Group ‘Cultural Patterns
of Soil Understanding’, the Austrian Soil Film Days focusing on the role of soil
in the Alps, the nutrient cycling function as well as soil consumption, how to
engender connectivity to soil through aesthetics followed by book reviews and
conference reports.

New publications!

FEES : RM50.00 per year for ordinary membership, or RM400.00 for life membership

Celebrating Soils, Discovering Soils and Landscapes, Balks
M.R. et al.
Biochar, A Regional Supply Chain, Bruckman V.J. et al
Soil Magnetism, Jordanova N
Soil & Environmental Chemistry, Bleam, W.F.
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CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEWSLETTER!
We are a big group of almost 300+ soil enthusiasts and we like to hear from you! We are looking for article contributions on
soil related issues, mainly
GENERAL ARTICLES: If you have a story/report about an activity related to soil, such as soil training/workshop/
conference/meetings; please send it along. A one – two page article with color pictures are encouraged.
YOUNG SCIENTIST: If you are currently a young soil scientist (below 40 years of age) working on a research project related
to soil dynamics, you may send in your research article about 500 to 600 words which states on the intro, justification, brief
methods, results and conclusion. Please include a digital photo as well.
SENIOR SCIENTIST: If you are currently a senior soil scientist (above 40 years of age) working on a research project related
to soil dynamics, you may send in your research article about 500 to 600 words which states on the intro, justification, brief
methods, results and conclusion. Please include a digital photo as well.
THE EASTERN CONNECTION: Dedicated for any soil research endeavors and information from Sabah and Sarawak.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Of trainings or educational opportunities, forthcoming meetings, conferences or other international
announcement regarding soil, agriculture, forestry, etc.
BOOK/PAPER REVIEW: If you have come across a recently published article you think may be of interest to other MSSS
members, please alert the Newsletter Editor and we will highlight it for our readers. We give priority to publications by MSSS
members but anything on soil research is welcomed.
ADVERTISMENTS: Submit your advertisement for RM 40 for half page and RM 80 for full page in our newsletter. Gain
more visibility with your services and products!
Submission information: For text send a word document with Arial font (11) to jeyanny@frim.gov.my or rosazlin@um.edu.my
and for photos .jpg is preferred. All submission will be scrutinized by the Editorial Board for suitability before publishing.
Once approval, the Editorial Board will inform you with further details.

MJSS - CALL FOR PAPERS
The Malaysian Journal of Soil Science (MJSS)
is a scientific journal published by the Malaysian Society of Soil Science. It contains research papers in English on matters related to
soil and soil-plant interactions. The journal
welcomes original research works not previously or simultaneously published in any
other scientific or technical journal from
MSSS members as well as other scientists in
Malaysia and abroad. The aim of the journal
is to promote the development of soil science in Malaysia, other
tropical and subtropical regions. MJSS is a peer-reviewed,
fully open access journal, is now indexed by Scopus and published annually. Instruction for authors and other details are
available on our website http://www.msss.com.my/journals/

Contact us
Malaysian Society of Soil Science
Locked bag 254,
43409 UPM Serdang,
Selangor Darul Ehsan
Website: http:/www.msss.com.my/
E mail: soilsciencemalaysia@gmail.com

The IUSS song
It is our life! We call it soil
It is the stuff, in which we toil
From soil we’ve sprung, to soil we’ll go
Protect the soil of this earth so we can grow

IUSS has declared 2015 to 2024 as the International Decade of Soils

