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M A L AY S I A N   

S O C I E T Y  O F  S O I L  

S C I E N C E ( M S S S ) 

In order to improve understanding and knowledge of the officers and staff of the Division of 
Production Development, Malaysian Rubber Board, an introductory course on the 
identification and basic classification of soil 
was organized on 31st October to 4th 
November 2016 at the Malaysian Rubber 
Board (MRB) Research Station in Kota 
Tinggi, Johor. The course was attended by 
18 participants consisting of officers and 
staff.In the initial stage, a preliminary test 
was conducted to determine the level of 
understanding of the participants about soil 
science. Participants who were from 
different background of education and 
working areas were found to have different level of understanding and knowledge.The 
program continued with lectures on basic geology, soil formation, soil properties and 
identification of soils for two days. Related videos and rock samples were used to facilitate 
participants in understanding the lectures. On the third day, the participants were brought to 
the field to physically examine, identify and classify the soil series to facilitate understanding 
of the theory and methods that were taught.The soil series used in this course were Jerangau, 
Sogomana, Bungor, Rasau, Kulai, Pohoi and Kemuning series. Each group had to present the 

identification and classification of the soil 
series on the fourth day. During the 
presentation, other participants were given the 
opportunity to comment and ask questions. 
On the last day of the course, lectures on the 
suitability of soils classification was given. 
Participants were required to sit for the final 
exam on the identification of the type of rocks 
and soils. All the lectures were conducted by 
MSSS fellow, Associate Professor Dr Wan 
Noordin Wan Daud and assisted by Mr Shafar 

Jefri Mokhatar who elaborated on classifications based on Soil Taxonomy.Participants were 
able to increase their knowledge and understanding of soil formation, identification and 
classification of soils. Participants were made aware of the importance of soil series and 
suitability for rubber cultivation. This course would help to improve the quality of research; 
and is pertinent that soil types are taken into account in determining the experimental design 
of research plots. Text and pic by Mohd. Shafar Jefri Mokhatar, UPM  

Course on Soil Identification and Classification  

The MSSS Committee wishes all members  
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DOA-MSSS Soil Correlation 2016 along Selaru-Tampin-Gemas route was 
successfully held on 22nd and 23rd November 2016. Twenty five partici-
pants from various organizations e.g. MARDI, AAR, JC Chang, ESPEK, 
FRIM, UPM and UKM joined this event. The participants were shown  
different sedentary soils either formed from igneous or metamorphic rocks 
such as serpentinite, granite, both laterised and iron-poor shale, quartz, 
mica, schist as well as conglomerate during the 2-day event. 
We have visited 7 different soil pedons during the 2-day event which cover 
7 different soil series namely Sungai Mas series, Tai Tak series, sandy loam 
phase Beserah series, Rengam series, Padang 
Besar series, Keledang series and deep phase 
Batu Anam series. All participants were actively 
involve in the examination of soil profiles and 
fruitful discussion was held among the partici-
pants in the field where the limitations of each 
soil types, recommendations  on the manage-
ment, expected crop yield were discussed. Text 
and images by Dr. Liew Yew Ann, AAR  
 

DOA -MSSS SOILS CORRELATION 2016  

Public Talk Ĕ World Soil Day 2016  

 

MSSS FELLOW  

Name: Dr Wan Mohamed Noordin Wan Daud  
 
Current position : Lecturer (Associate Professor)  
 
Education History: Master of Science (M.Sc.), Soil Science, Univ.of Ghent, Belgium, 1975 , Doctor 
of Science (D.Sc.), Pedology, Univ. of Ghent, Belgium,   1980 
 
Awards: Anugerah Darjah Kesatria Mangku Negara (K.M.N), awarded by DYMM Agong  2001, 
Anugerah Penyelidikan dan Kemajuan Sains Negara (MPKSN), 2001, 
Fellowship Awards, Malaysian Society of Soil Science (FMSSS), 2005 
 
Significant Publications: To dated he has published 17 books and monograph, 12 book chapters 
and over 180 journal articles, refereed articles and conference proceedings 
 
Research Interest: Soil genesis, soil taxonomy, soil suitability, soil survey and land use, and agronomy of plantation crops 
especially rubber. 
 
MSSS contributions:  Fellow (2005-present), President (1982-1988),Vice President (1980-1982),Honorary Treasurer 
(1975-1978)  
 
Outlook on soil science on the next 20 years: Soil genesis and taxonomy should be given more prominence; latest equip-
ment and techniques on mineralogy and micromorphology should be adopted in Malaysia. More research should be car-
ried out on soil health and quality as soil is a non-renewable resource. 
 
Key to success as a soil scientist: One must see soil as starting to life. Soil suitability vary with soil type. Know your soil 
taxonomy and suitability, you will be healthy and wealthy in technologies and try to use them in research.  
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In conjunction with World Soil Day 2016 and International Decade of Soils (2015-2024), Malaysian Society of 
Soil Science (MSSS) and the Department of Land Management, Faculty of Agriculture, University Putra Malay-
sia (UPM) jointly organized a Public Talk by Associate Professor Dr Wan Noordin Wan Daud. This Public 
Talk was held at the Agriculture Hall, Faculty of Agriculture on Monday, 5th of December 2016 (9.30 ï 11.30 
a.m.) The event was attended by various agriculture and non-agriculture institutions with a total of over 100 
participants. The public lecture was well received by attendees and is a crucial avenue to promote the impor-
tance of soil science research and development. It was also a formidable platform for networking among soil 
scientists, researchers, agricultural officers, lecturers and students. Assoc. Prof. Dr Wan Noordin, moved to 
UPM after his retirement at Malaysian Rubber Board (MRB) in 2005. He is involved in soil survey, taxonomy 
classification and soil suitability for over 40 years. Currently, he is a lecturer at Department of Crop Science, 
Faculty of Agriculture, University Putra Malaysia. He graduated with Bachelor of Science (Honours) Geology 
from University of Malaya in 1973. He pursued his Master of Science (MSc) in Soil Science at Ghent Univer-
sity, Belgium. He obtained his Doctorate (PhD) in Pedology with greatest distinction at Ghent University, Bel-
gium in 1980. Dr Wan Noordin fascinated the audience with his talk entitled ñSoil Taxonomy: Key to Sustain-
able Plantation Developmentò. Starting with a little bit of history about pedology and soil classification, he 
made the presentation more interesting. He showed how the soils are classified to their taxonomic names and 
how it can be used easily in terms of knowing soil suitability for sustainable plantation development. From the 
presentation, he also showed the connection and importance of soil taxonomy in relation with soil survey and 
land use. His final slides left the audience with a advise :ñKnow Your Soil Taxonomy and Suitability, You Will 
Be Healthy and Wealthyò. Text and images by  Shafar Jefri Mokhatar 

Public Talk Ĕ World Soil Day 2016  


